Royal NSW Canine Council Health and Welfare Charity Limited (RNSWCCHWC)
The Royal NSW Canine Council Health & Welfare Charity (RNSWCCHWC) Research Grant Program supports high-quality scientific research that prevents or alleviates canine suffering and improves the health and welfare of dogs across Australia.
In 2026, the Charity will award seed grants of up to $15,000 to support innovative research that:
– investigates the causes, prevention, or treatment of canine diseases
– enhances diagnostic capability
– improves welfare outcomes for dogs
– contributes meaningfully to the scientific understanding of canine health
Applications are assessed against scientific merit, welfare impact, feasibility, and alignment with the Charity's objectives. All projects involving animals must have current approval under the Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes before funding is released.
General Approach and Philosophy
The Royal NSW Canine Council Health and Welfare Charity Limited (RNSWCCHWC) is an organisation whose core objective is to prevent or relieve the suffering of canines. The Charity achieves its objectives by:
1. Arranging short-term direct care for canines that are lost, mistreated, or without owners.
2. Arranging rehabilitation for orphaned, sick, or injured canines that are lost, mistreated, or without owners.
3. Funding research into the causes, prevention, or cure of diseases in canines.
4. Creating and endowing scholarships and fellowships.
5. Providing education relating to all aspects of canines.
6. Arranging training of canines to assist people who are disadvantaged.
7. Undertaking any activities ancillary to these objectives.
RNSWCCHWC supports research that improves the health, wellbeing, and lives of all dogs. The Charity does this by awarding grants to scientists and professionals conducting research into the origins of canine illnesses, improvements in the diagnosis of canine disease, the development of effective treatments, and the advancement of disease prevention strategies.
We encourage applications for research projects that will make a meaningful and measurable contribution to improving canine welfare.
All funding applications undergo a stringent review process. Applications are first assessed by the RNSWCCHWC Board of Directors to confirm alignment with the Charity’s objectives. Shortlisted applications are then reviewed by two independent experts, who provide recommendations to the Board. The Board of Directors determines the successful application(s), considering these recommendations and ensuring that funded projects:
1. meet the objectives of the Charity; and
2. demonstrate scientific rigour and the potential to materially advance knowledge in canine health or welfare.
All studies involving animals must provide evidence of compliance with the Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes, including current Animal or Human Ethics Approval, before funds are released.
Funding Opportunities
Applications are invited from Australian researchers across disciplines including, but not limited to, veterinary science, genetics, and animal science. Collaborative, interdisciplinary, and cross-institutional research—including collaborations with human health researchers—will be considered.
· Seed funding up to a maximum of $15,000 is available in 2026.
· The funded amount includes on-costs to a maximum of 8%.
· Applications must be submitted by 5:00 pm, 20 January 2026 (AEDT).
Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible, applications must:
· Directly address the objectives of the Charity.
· Provide evidence of current Animal and/or Human Ethics Approvals for the research team and project (where required) before funds are released.
· Support research into the causes, prevention, or cure of diseases in canines.
· Exclude requests for the following:
· ICT or camera equipment (major specialist equipment may be considered).
· Salary support for Chief Investigators.
· Travel (travel may be requested under a separate scheme).
· Projects involving animal euthanasia.
· Have a duration of less than 2 years. Extensions may be granted with satisfactory progress evidence.
· Return any unexpended funds at the conclusion of the project.


Accountability Requirements
· Annual progress report required before release of subsequent funding.
· Upon completion, applicants must provide:
· A lay-summary executive report suitable for publication on the RNSWCCHWC website and Dogs Australia affiliate platforms.
· A 4-page scientific report outlining research outcomes.
· Applicants must provide the Charity with:
· Copies of all publications arising from the funded research, with open access status to allow linking on the Charity’s website.
· Acknowledgement of RNSWCCHWC in all publications and public presentations.
· Evidence that the resulting work aims to be published in top 10% field-indexed academic journals.
· Open-access publication support: Additional funding for page charges may be provided for publications directly resulting from the funded project.

Application Submission Instructions
Applications must be submitted by email to:
📧 secretary@caninewelfare.org.au
First Round Applications must be received by 5:00 pm, 20 January 2026 (AEDT) and must follow the template provided below.
Applications may also be considered at any stage during the year.














APPLICATION FOR RESEARCH FUNDING 2026
ROYAL NSW CANINE COUNCIL HEALTH AND WELFARE CHARITY
PART 1. ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
	Project Title:
	

	Applicants:
	

	Address:
	

	Lead applicant email:
	

	Institution:
	

	Total Funding Requested:
	

	Ethics Identifiers (if required):
	

	Institutional agreement
(Head of School or Research Office to sign)
	



PART 2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION (2 pages) (italicised text may be removed)
1. What are the aims of this research?
2. How does the proposed research address a significant canine welfare problem? 
3. How will samples be obtained?
4. What methods will be applied?
5. How will the results be analysed?
6. How will the results be disseminated?
7. How does this project alleviate canine suffering or directly improve canine welfare?
PART 3. BUDGET AND BUDGET JUSTIFICATION (1 page)

PART 4. SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES (1/2 page)

PART 5. LITERATURE CITED (No limit)

PART 6. INVESTIGATORY TEAM RESEARCH TRACK RECORD (2018-2023) (4 pages)






